A German Model for Minnesota?

A Distance-Based System for Transportation Finance
Rethinking Transportation Finance Roundtable
Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 8 to 10:30 a.m.
180 Humphrey Center
301-19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota

In August 2008 the State and Local Policy Program (SLPP) of the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs organized a visit to the German Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) tolling system. SLPP selected Germany for this visit because: (1) the German HGV tolling system to be at the cutting-edge of large-scale, distance-based tolling for the purpose of infrastructure investment funding, and its use of incentives to reduce vehicle emissions, especially as they relate to greenhouse gases (GHG); and (2) the HGV system could be used as a possible distance-based financing model for Minnesota and the United States in the future.  It is anticipated that the next Surface Transportation Authorization Bill will likely include a distance-based implementation demonstration project.  The purpose of this roundtable is to provide a better understanding of the challenges and successes of the German system and its possible relevance to Minnesota and the US.

The German Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) tolling system, introduced on January 1, 2005, is a satellite-based, electronic system covering the entire national motorway (Autobahn) network (12,500 kilometers or 7,768 miles).  Tolls are assessed to all heavy commercial vehicles over 12 tons (26,400 pounds) gross vehicle weight, based on distance traveled, number of axles and emission class.  The toll system is operated by Toll Collect, a private-sector joint venture made up of Daimler-Chrysler Financial Services, Deutsche Telecom and Cofiroute.  The system generated 3.3 billion Euros or $5.15 billion in 2007.
Agenda

8:00 a.m.  Continental breakfast
8:30  Welcome Gina Baas, Assistant Director, Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
8:35  Presentation Panel
Moderator:  Barbara Rohde, Research Fellow, State and Local Policy Program, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota

Ferrol Robinson, Principal, SRF Consulting Group

Adeel Lari, Director of Innovative Transportation Finance, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota

Lee Munnich, Senior Fellow and Director, State and Local Policy Program, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota

9:20  Respondent Panel
Moderator:  Kenneth Buckeye, Program Manager, Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Rep. Bernie Lieder, Chair, Minnesota House Transportation Committee

Bernie Arseneau, Division Director for Policy, Safety, and Strategic Initiatives, Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Linda Koblick, Commissioner, Hennepin County Board

Mike Erlandson, Vice President of Government Affairs, SUPERVALU Inc.

Jeremy Estenson, Director of Government Relations, Minnesota Trucking Association

Barbara Thoman, Program DirectorTransit for Livable Communities
9:50  Audience Discussion

10:30  Adjourn 
Sponsored by the University of Minnesota’s Center for Transportation Studies and the Humphrey Institute’s State and Local Policy Program with the Minnesota Department of Transportation

